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  July 23, 2019 

 

 

West Union Village Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on 7-23-19 at the Municipal 

Building, with Mayor Ted Grooms presiding. Call to order, pledge to the flag and roll call: 

John R Lafferty – present, Mark Brewer – present, Benny McCarty – present, Jason Buda – 

present, Randy Brewer – present, Steve Rothwell - present; also in attendance: Tanya 

Johnson – Clerk, Shelley Gifford – Treasurer, Jerry Kirker – Village Administrator/Fire 

Chief. Visitors: Danni Studebaker – WULS, Kent Bryan – CT Consultants, Lt Ryan Myers. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting on 7-9-19 as 

distributed, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Mark Brewer to approve payment of the bills submitted, second by Steve 

Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

The Clerk spoke to Council on the 2017-2018 Audit. The Audit was very good, only two 

recommendations. The Mayor, Clerk and President of Council signed all the necessary 

paperwork to send back to the Auditors. 

 

Report from Jerry Kirker, Village Administrator/Fire Chief 

1. Bid opening for the wastewater project has moved to Thursday, July 25, 2019 at 2:00 

p.m. at the Municipal Building. 

2. The lift station project had a few setbacks; the lift stations all should be up and 

running by August 16, 2019. 

3. Discussion on the water leaks and the hydro leak detection system that Kent Bryan, 

CT Consultants, is using to find the water leaks. 

4. Kirker spoke on the new traffic light on SR 41S, SOMC expansion, and a new 

factory. 

 

Resolution 2019-17 authorizing the Village Administrator to apply for, accept, and enter into 

a water pollution control loan agreement on behalf of the Village of West Union for the 

construction of Phase 2 – Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project; and designating 

a dedicated repayment source for the loan; motion by Steve Rothwell, second by Benny 

McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, resolution passed. 

 

The Clerk informed Council she had received a letter from Gokce Capital, LLC out of New 

York, NY. They were interested in purchasing property on SR 247 that the Village purchased 

for the new waste water plant, Council declined the offer. 

 

Lt. Ryan Myers discussed the probation period for a police officer and he also spoke on a 

couple of drug busts that K-Unit Rico had assisted in. 

 

The Mayor, at this time, read an application for an auxiliary police officer; Council tabled 

this until next meeting. 

 

Danni Studebaker, WULS, advised Council on the number of runs the Life Squad had since 

the last meeting, and for the year. She also spoke on the events at the Fair. 

 

Resolution 2019-18 to amend 2019 Official Certificate – 2906 EMS – Medicare/Medicaid/  

Billing by $40,000.00, motion by Randy Brewer, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: 5 

yea, Jason Buda – no vote, resolution passed. 

 

The Mayor spoke to Wendy Queen at Workers’ Comp on a program “Better You, Better 

Ohio”. It is a wellness program, Council declined this program. He also told Council about 

an open house at the Shawnee Mental Health Center on August 8, 2019 from 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

Betty Sininger Weimer has donated $100.00 towards the Veterans Banner Project. Council 

decided to purchase some brackets to use to hang the banners. Betty Sininger Weimer stated 

they were doing a great job, Council agreed. The Mayor told Council about a truck issue on 

Boyd Avenue; status on the sidewalk project on Pleasant Street; Richard’s house on SR 41 to 

be torn down; and a house on Mulberry Street that the door has been kicked in. 
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At this time, the Mayor read an application to Council from Kaitlyn Welch to fill the soon to 

be vacancy in Mayor’s Court. Motion by Benny McCarty to hire Welch starting at $9.00 per 

hour, for less than 35 hours per week, starting this position on August 5, 2019, second by 

Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Council member, Mark Brewer, discussed the blacktopping in front of the library; the Village 

Administrator will look into this matter.  

 

Council member, Jason Buda, told Council what was discussed at the Finance Committee 

Meeting. Resolution 2019-19 to have the 5210 Sewer Operating Fund advance the 5101 

Water Operating Fund $60,000.00 to be paid back by the end of the year, motion by Jason 

Buda, second by Benny McCarty, all yea, motion passed. 

 

Council member, Randy Brewer, asked when Plum Street will become a one-way street; the 

Village Administrator is working on this matter.  

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell for executive session ORC 121.22 G1 personnel, second by 

Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea. Motion by Steve Rothwell to return to regular session, 

second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea. 

 

The Clerk suggested the Municipal Building needs outside cameras; the Village 

Administrator will check into this matter. 

 

Council member, Steve Rothwell, announced that no raises will be given at this time. 

 

Motion by Benny McCarty to adjourn, second by John R Lafferty, roll call vote: all yea, 

meeting adjourned.  

 


