
  West Union Village Council 

 

 

  December 9, 2019 

 

 

West Union Village Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m., on 12-9-19, at the Municipal 

Building with Mayor Ted Grooms presiding. Call to order, pledge to the flag, and roll call: 

John R Lafferty – present, Mark Brewer – present, Benny McCarty – present, Jason Buda – 

present, Randy Brewer – present, Steve Rothwell – present; also in attendance: Tanya 

Johnson – Clerk, Shelley Gifford – Treasurer, Jerry Kirker – Village Administrator/Fire 

Chief, Tim Sanderson – Police Chief, Lisa Rothwell – Solicitor. Visitors: Kathy Grooms, 

Caleb Grooms, Tonja Grooms, Donna Young, Lt. Ryan Myers, Tiffani Shelton, Doug 

Boling, Stephen Ogg – Tax Administrator. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting on 11-26-19, with 

the change in the 4
th

 paragraph the second was by Mark Brewer, second by Benny McCarty, 

roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to approve payment of bills, with a $35.29 charge on the Card 

Member billing with no receipt, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, motion 

passed. 

 

Ordinance 2019-5 Temporary Appropriations for 2020, motion by Randy Brewer for 3
rd

 

reading, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, ordinance passed. 

 

Resolution 2019-31 Resolution to Adams County Board of Elections with intentions to 

proceed to levy a tax in excess of the ten mill limitation – Fire/EMS – 3.5 mill, motion by 

Steve Rothwell, second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: 5 yea, Jason Buda – no vote, 

resolution passed. 

 

Doug Boling spoke to Council about his cars being broken into; after much discussion, no 

action was taken. 

 

Report from Jerry Kirker, Village Administrator/Fire Chief 

1. Kirker told Council the Adams County Commissioners had signed the memorandum 

of understanding for the sanitary sewer lines. 

2. Ordinance 2019-6 to increase the outside minimum (only) monthly sewer rates for all 

six meter size classifications by fifteen (15%) percent, motion by Mark Brewer, for 

the 1
st
 reading, second by Jason Buda, motion passed. 

3. Motion by Steve Rothwell to bring Terry Johnson back to West Union Volunteer 

Firemen’s roster, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: 5 yea, Jason Buda – no 

vote, Motion passed. 

4. Discussion on the water leak, last month water usage was 9.6 million gallon, this 

month water usage was 7.4 million gallon. 

 

Tim Sanderson, Police Chief, addressed council on the car break-ins and two stolen vehicles. 

Sanderson told Council he had two people, Tiffani Shelton and Zach Smith, if they were still 

interested in auxiliary officers. At this time, he introduced Tiffani Shelton; she spoke to 

Council on becoming an auxiliary officer. Motion by Randy Brewer to have Tiffani Shelton 

and Zach Smith as auxiliary officers, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: 5 yea, Mark 

Brewer – no vote, motion passed. 

 

Danni Studebaker, WULS, advised Council on the number of runs the life squad had so far 

this year. She also spoke about outstanding bills, transports and the 911 levy passing. 

 

Lisa Rothwell, Solicitor, informed that Chapter 2, 3 and 4 of the Zoning Ordinance was 

completed, motion by Benny McCarty for the 1
st
 reading of Ordinance 2019-7 Chapter 2, 3 

and 4, Zoning, second by Jason Buda, motion passed. 

 

The Clerk told Council about a call she received about the AEP billings, the Village 

Administrator will check into this matter. 
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The Mayor spoke to Council on the clean-up of the Village with removal of junk vehicles 

and of clean-up of properties. 

 

Council member, Benny McCarty, told everyone it has been very nice getting to know and 

working with everyone. 

 

All elected officials informed Mayor Grooms it has been a pleasure to work with him and 

they wish him well. Also, the elected officials wished, Council member, Jason Buda, good 

luck as the new Mayor of the Village of West Union. 

 

Mayor Grooms read a resignation letter from Jason Buda, resigning from as a Council 

member effective December 31, 2019. Motion by Steve Rothwell to accept this resignation 

letter, second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. Also, Grooms read 

another resignation letter from Council member, Jason Buda, resigning as the President of 

the Zoning Board, effective December 31, 2019.  Motion by Benny McCarty to accept this 

resignation letter, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell for executive session ORC 121.22 G1 compensation, second by 

Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea. Motion by Steve Rothwell to return to regular 

session, second by John R Lafferty, roll call vote: all yea. 

 

The Village Administrator told the Mayor it has been great to work with him, and to come 

see him anytime. 

 

Motion by Jason Buda to raise Stephen Ogg, Tax Administrator, salary to 21,000.00, starting 

January 1, 2020, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Mayor Ted Grooms addressed the room by stating that he has truly enjoyed working in the 

Mayor’s position for the Village of West Union. He also told everyone it was bitter sweet to 

leave this position, but he will come back to visit and wished everyone well. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to adjourn, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, 

meeting adjourned. 

 


