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  November 12, 2019 

 

 

West Union Village Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m., on 11-12-19 at the 

Municipal Building with Mayor Ted Grooms presiding. Call To order, pledge to the flag and 

roll call: John R Lafferty – present, Mark Brewer – present, Benny McCarty – present, Jason 

Buda – present, Randy Brewer – present, Steve Rothwell – present; also in attendance: Tanya 

Johnson – Clerk, Shelley Gifford – Treasurer, Jerry Kirker – Village Administrator/Fire 

Chief. Visitors: Danni Studebaker – WULS, Kent Bryan – CT Consultants, Jamison 

McClanahan, Donna Young, LT. Ryan Myers, Paul Brown. 

 

Motion by Benny McCarty to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting on 10-22-19, as 

distributed, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to approve the payment of bills submitted, second by Mark 

Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Benny to accept the statement of receipts for Mayor’s Court for the month of 

October for the net amount of: $5416.36, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, 

motion passed. 

 

Resolution 2019-24 accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the Budget 

Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County 

Auditor, motion by Benny McCarty, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, 

resolution passed. 

 

Ordinance 2019-5 Set Temporary Appropriations for 2020, motion by Randy Brewer for the 

1
st
 reading, second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

The Mayor welcomed Jamison McClanahan to the meeting. 

 

Paul Brown showed the Council one of the older Veterans banners that had been torn. After 

some discussion, motion by Steve Rothwell to replace the Donald Bissinger banner at the 

price of $60.00, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Benny McCarty to set the Village Council meetings for 2020 every 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. except in January dates will be on Tuesday, the 7
th

 and 28
th

 and in 

December, the date will be Tuesday, the 8
th 

; second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, 

motion passed. 

 

Discussion on the property insurance for all Village Departments, motion by Mark Brewer to 

pay $67,787.00 for the insurance, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, motion 

passed. 

 

The Mayor announced the Solicitor will not be here tonight, but we may reach her by phone 

if needed. 

 

Report from Jerry Kirker, Village Administrator/ Fire Chief 

1. Kirker has ordered 8 new Christmas lights for the Village. The cost will be around 

$3800.00. The Pat Mason Family donated $1000.00 toward this purchase of lights. 

Council was very thankful for this donation. 

2. The water leak has been found at the intersection of Walnut Street and Cross Street. 

The leak detector that located the leak will cost about $9800.00, if the Village would 

like to purchase one; no action was taken by Council. 

 

Lt. Ryan Myers spoke to Council on the hiring of a new police officer, no action was taken. 
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Danni Studebaker, WULS, advised Council on the number of runs the life squad had so far 

this year. She informed Council on a mental health training she attended. The Adams County 

Health Department paid her way to this training. She is now QPR certified. The Clerk asked 

if the life squad vehicle titles and building have been taken out of the life squad name, the 

Village Administrator answered “not yet”. 

 

Mayor Ted Grooms has received a contract from the Highland County Sheriff’s Office for 

housing of prisoners. The cost will be $55.00 per day for the year2020. Motion by Randy 

Brewer to accept this contract, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, motion 

passed. 

 

The Mayor informed Council today there was a pre-construction meeting for the new 

wastewater plant. 

 

Resolution 2019-25 authorizing the Village Administrator to request statements of 

Qualifications for Professional Engineering Services for the year 2020 and 2021, motion by 

Steve Rothwell, second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, resolution passed. 

 

The Mayor also spoke on a few items: thanking Russ Todd on the early notice on the 

Veterans Day Parade, removable of some junk cars and trucks, trick or treat, West Union Fire 

Department chili supper, Alpine House opening early January 2020, new restaurant coming 

to the Village, the grant for the new message board to be located on Cross Street. 

 

Shelley Gifford, Treasurer, told Council the paychecks will be given to the employees on the 

Wednesday before Thanksgiving, because the employees will be off Friday. However, the 

checks will be dated for the Friday after Thanksgiving. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to give the employees December 26
th

 and 27
th

 off with pay, 

second by Benny McCarty, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to move Stephen Ogg salary to $19,000.00, because this is what 

he was making when he left the Income tax Department, second by Mark Brewer, roll call 

vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Council member, Benny McCarty, wants to congratulate John R Lafferty and Jason Francis 

for winning the Council seats. 

  

Council member, Jason Buda, discussed the website, and a new business looking for a 

building in town. 

 

Danni Studebaker wanted to remind Council about the Holiday Bash on November 16, 2019. 

It will be held in the fire house, hours are 10:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. 

 

Motion by Mark Brewer for executive session ORC 121.22 G1 Compensation, second by 

Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea. Motion by Steve Rothwell to return to regular session, 

second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: all yea. 

 

Motion by Jason Buda for Benny McCarty to start receiving his Council pay, second by 

Mark Brewer, roll call vote: 5 yea, Benny McCarty – no vote, motion passed. 

 

Council member, Randy Brewer, told Benny McCarty it has been a pleasure to work with 

him, Council agreed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to adjourn, second Benny McCarty, roll call vote: yea, meeting 

adjourned.  

 


