
  West Union Village Council 

 

 

  October 13, 2020 

 

 

West Union Village Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m., on 10-13-2020, at the 

Municipal Building, Mayor Jason Buda presiding. Call to order, pledge to the flag, and roll 

call: John R Lafferty – present, Mark Brewer – present, Jason Francis – present, Donna 

Young – present, Randy Brewer – present, Steve Rothwell - present; also in attendance: 

Tanya Johnson – Clerk, Shelley Gifford – Treasurer, Jerry Kirker – Village Administrator/ 

Fire Chief,  Danni Studebaker – WULS, Lisa Rothwell – Solicitor. Visitors: Lt. Ryan Myers, 

Paul Brown, Kent Bryan - CT Consultants, Dr. William Hiblitzel – Adams County Health 

Department. 

 

Dr. William Hiblitzel, Adams County Health Department, spoke to Council on various 

concerns of public health and the tax renewal levy. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting on 9-22-2020 as 

distributed, second by Jason Francis, roll call vote:  all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to approve payment of bills with a missing receipt from Super 

Fleet – EMS for the amount of $30.50, second by Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, 

motion passed. 

 

Motion by Mark Brewer to accept the statement of receipts for Mayor’s Court for the month 

of September for the net amount of $3938.21, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all 

yea, motion passed. 

 

Ordinance 2020-4 approval and granting to the Director of the Ohio Department of 

Transportation Authority to, apply, maintain and repair standard longitudinal pavement 

markings and erect regulatory and warning signs; giving consent to remove snow and ice and 

use abrasives and/or liquids for snow and ice control; giving consent to maintain state 

highway inside the Village corporation, motion by Jason Francis for the 3
rd

 reading, second 

by Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, ordinance passed. 

 

Report from Jerry Kirker, Village Administrator/Fire Chief 

1. Kent Bryan, CT Consultants, and the Village Administrator spoke to Council on 

funding for a new project for North Street: a new water line, paving the street, new 

sidewalk and curbs. Resolution 2020-18 authorizing the Village Administrator to 

prepare and submit an application to participate in the Ohio Public Works 

Commission (OPWC) program for Round 35, motion by Jason Francis, second by 

Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, resolution passed. 

2. Kirker informed Council the Crackel Sewer Project has been underway for about 

three weeks. 

3. The Wastewater Plant Project is still going well. 

 

Council member, Randy Brewer brought up discussion of about salt for the winter roads. 

Kirker informed Council the Village was still in good shape, because not much was used last 

year.  

 

The Clerk started to tell Council about a road closure and was interrupted by the Village 

Administrator informing Council that SR 247S will be closed 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. the week of 

October 19, 2020 due to work on the wastewater plant. 

 

Danni Studebaker, WULS, advised Council on the number of runs for September, so far in 

October, and the year. She told Council the life squad has two applications from Jason 

Hanson and Chris Walters. After some discussion, motion by Donna Young to hire Jason 

Hanson and Chris Walters as Basic EMT at $90.00 per shift, starting November 2, 2020, and 

making sure all their paperwork is in before they start, second by Randy Brewer, roll call 

vote: all yea, motion passed.  Studebaker also informed Council the life squad is having their 

2
nd

 Annual West Union Life Squad Holiday Bash 2020 on December 5, 2020 from 10:00 

a.m. till 5:00 p.m. A mask must be worn. 
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Motion by Steve Rothwell for executive session ORC 121.22 G1 personnel, second by John 

R Lafferty, roll call vote: all yea. Motion by Steve Rothwell to return to regular session, 

second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: all yea. 

 

Motion by Jason Francis to accept Ethan Scott’s resignation, second by Steve Rothwell, roll 

call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Mayor Buda told Council he had received an application from Brittany Johnson for a full-

time police officer position. Motion by Jason Francis to hire Johnson at $13.00 per hour, 

starting November 2, 2020, and make sure all paperwork is turned in before her first shift, 

second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: 5 yea, Mark Brewer – no vote, motion passed. 

 

Lt. Ryan Myers spoke to Council about another candidate as a police officer, Justin Cooley, 

no action was taken. 

 

Lisa Rothwell, Solicitor informed Council she has been working on zoning. At this time, she 

read a letter concerning an incident that happen at a Council meeting: 

During a Council meeting, a question was spontaneously raised from the audience about Mr. 

Mike Brown’s performance raise. Mr. Brown’s brother, Paul Brown, asked why his brother 

wasn’t given more of a performance raise. A discussion began that crossed the line 

concerning the performance of Mr. Brown’s duties. The Village Solicitor quickly terminated 

the conversation as it was not appropriate to discuss an employee’s performance in an open 

meeting and further that any discussion about the employee should be limited to the 

employee instead of his brother and the conversation stopped. However, Mr. Paul Brown has 

now asked for the resignation, termination or reprimand of a Village Council member due to 

that conversation that he initiated. There should not have been a discussion about an 

employee raises in an open meeting and that is why, from now on, there must be a topic 

given prior to being placed on the Agenda to speak. It has always been the policy that a 

Village resident must request to be placed on the Agenda to speak on Friday before the 

Council meeting by 11:00 a.m. In previous years, it has become the habit of the Mayor to ask 

anyone attending if there is something they wish to say. Unfortunately, we will no longer be 

able to yield the floor to anyone who is not on the agenda due to concerns raised by this 

issue. This matter was discussed tonight in executive session and while, we have determined 

that there were things said that would normally have been discussed in executive session with 

the employee, it was a conversation initiated by the individual who is now asking for 

termination or reprimand. Furthermore, these positions are elected positions and cannot just 

be terminated as they are here because the Village of West Union elected them to be here. 

While, the Village regrets and apologizes for any discussion about employee performance 

that should have been held in executive session, we have taken appropriate measures to 

prevent this from happening in the future. 

 

Council member, Mark Brewer, discussed the blacktopping and the good job on the handrails 

on the Municipal Building. 

 

Council member, Jason Francis, told Council there will be a Zoning meeting on November 

10, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. before the Council meeting. He also informed Council there needs to 

be a trash can at the Splash Park, Kirker will get one ordered. Francis asked, about the mold 

on the water tower, Kirker is checking on this matter. Council member Francis discussed the 

policy on Social Media, Ordinance 2020-5 motion by Mark Brewer for the 1
st
 reading, 

second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. Francis told Council he and 

Judge Brett Spencer spoke to the Adams County Commissioners about the Homeless and 

Crime Task Force. The next meeting for the task force will be November 12, 2020, here at 

the Municipal Building. 

 

Other items discussed were: flushing the fire hydrants, properties that need to be cleaned-up, 

Christmas lights and banners. 

  

Motion by Randy Brewer to adjourn, second by Jason Francis, roll call vote: all yea, meeting 

adjourned. 


