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West Union Village Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m., on 1-5-2021, at the 

Municipal Building, Mayor Jason Buda presiding. Call to order, pledge to the flag, and roll 

call: John R Lafferty – present, Mark Brewer – present, Jason Francis – present, Donna 

Young – present, Randy Brewer – present, Steve Rothwell - present; also in attendance: 

Tanya Johnson – Clerk, Shelley Gifford – Treasurer, Jerry Kirker – Village Administrator/ 

Fire Chief,  Danni Studebaker – WULS, Lisa Rothwell – Solicitor. Visitors: Officer Jeff 

Bowling, Kent Bryan - CT Consultants, Connie and Grant Courtright, Ashley McCarty - 

People’s Defender. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell for executive session ORC 121.22 G1 personnel, second by 

Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea. Motion by Steve Rothwell to return to regular session, 

second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: all yea. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting on 12-8-2020 as 

distributed, second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote:  all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Donna Young to approve payment of bills as distributed, second by Steve 

Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to accept the statement of receipts for Mayor’s Court for the 

month of December for the net amount of $1975.00, second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: 

all yea, motion passed. 

 

Resolution 2021-1 authorizing the Village Clerk to reallocate appropriations in 2021, motion 

by Randy Brewer, second by Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, resolution passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to accept a 2010 Dodge Avenger and 2008 Chevy Impala from 

Franklin County Commissioners at no cost to the Village, second by Jason Francis, roll call 

vote: all Yea, motion passed. 

 

The Solicitor told Council she had been in contact with the Village Engineer on the property 

located at 315 Mound Street. He has stated that putting a curb on Mulberry Street and Mound 

Street would cost about $50,000.00 and would not tackle the problem in its entirety. Mr. 

Peterson answered the Solicitor’s letter with a request, instead of a curb, putting in concrete 

parking stoppers on the side of the ditch. Connie Courtright told Council that Peterson didn’t 

have gutters on the house that would help with the problem. After much discussion, the 

Mayor asked for a motion to fix this problem with curbing. The Mayor asked three times for 

a motion, to fix the problem; it died for lack of motion. 

 

Motion by Jason Francis to accept the reduction of the temporary appropriations in 2906 

EMS to $411,500.00 and 5101 Water Operating to $866,550.00, second by Randy Brewer, 

roll call vote: all yea, motion passed.  

 

Report from Jerry Kirker, Village Administrator/Fire Chief 

1. The Village Administrator informed Council they had received a $50,000.00 grant 

from the State of Ohio Capital Improvement for the 41S Sidewalk Project. Motion by 

Mark Brewer to put out a bid for this sidewalk from South Street to the traffic light at 

CIC Blvd, second by Jason Francis, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. Kirker also 

spoke to Council about a Transportation Alternative Grant from ODOT, motion by 

Randy Brewer to apply for the TA Grant to run from the traffic light at CIC Blvd to 

the Village limits, second by Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

2. Panhandle Sewer Project Expansion Project has received $300,000.00 forgiveness 

money from EPA. OWDA has also given this project 1.2 million in forgiveness 

money. The rest of this project will be in an interest-free loan. 

3. The Village will be starting Gabbert/Hale Drive Project next. 

4. Kirker told Council the Village employees worked Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

on snow removal using about 50 ton of salt. 

5. The tractor at the sewer plant has a broken transmission. 

6. The water usage was at 7.0 million gallons this month. 
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7. The Village Administrator has gotten estimates for the Life Squad: a new 2020, F450, 

two-wheel drive remount will be $120,589.00; a new 2020, F450, four-wheel drive, 

remount will be $119,939.00; a new 2021, F450, two-wheel drive, Type 1, small box 

will be $195,990.00, Council will wait to have the Finance Committee to check out 

the options. 

 

Danni Studebaker, WULS, advised Council that she had two applications for Life Squad and 

one for the Fire Department. Kevin Walters is a pre-medic and fire fighter and would start at 

$110.00 per shift for WULS; Darrell Rockey is an advance EMT and would start at $100.00 

per shift starting next pay. Motion by Donna Young to accept both applicants, second by 

Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. All paperwork must be in the Village 

Clerk office before their first shift. 

Motion by Mark Brewer to move four members of the Life Squad to the inactive roster: 

Samuel Farmer, Amber Taylor, Blake Rockey and Ashley Hackworth, second by Jason 

Francis, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to remove two members from the Fire Department roster: Ashley 

Hackworth and Gabe Grooms, second by Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, motion 

passed. 

Studebaker told Council the squad had 2220 runs for the year 2020. 

 

Lisa Rothwell, Solicitor, spoke to Council on the COVID-19 Ordinance that Council passed 

and forming a COVID-19 committee, no action was taken. Also, Rothwell discussed about 

having the Council meetings linked to the website, no action was taken. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to have Randy Brewer as 

Council President, second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

The Mayor spoke to Council on a new lease with the BMV, no action was taken. 

 

Motion by Mark Brewer to set up a COVID-19 Committee: Chairman Jason Francis, Council 

member Donna Young, the Village Administrator, Life Squad Supervisor, and the Solicitor, 

second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to accept the Committees, appointed by the Mayor, to serve from 

1-1-2021 to 12-31-2021, first name will be chairperson: Cemetery – John R Lafferty, Jerry 

Kirker, Steve Rothwell, Donna Young; Finance – Steve Rothwell, Jason Francis, Mark 

Brewer, Jerry Kirker; Insurance – Mark Brewer, Randy Brewer, Steve Rothwell, Jerry 

Kirker; Payroll Register – Jason Francis, John R Lafferty, Randy Brewer; Police & Safety – 

Donna Young, Mark Brewer, Jason Francis, Jerry Kirker, Shelley Gifford;  Record 

Retention – Tanya Johnson, John R Lafferty, Treasurer, Solicitor; Tax Levy Renewals – 

Randy Brewer, Mayor Council Clerk, Treasurer, Village Administrator, Fire Chief; 

Personnel – Donna Young, Jason Francis, Mark Brewer, Jerry Kirker; EMS & Fire – Jerry 

Kirker, Shelley Gifford, Danni Studebaker, Donna Young; Zoning Board – Jason Francis, 

Steve Rothwell, Roger Riley, Alice Hoop, Bill Denton; second by Randy Brewer, roll call 

vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to have Council member Jason Francis added as the Administrator 

for the Village Social Media page and the Police Department; along with him, Lt. Ryan 

Myers will be on the Police Department Social Media page, second by Mark Brewer, roll call 

vote: 5 yea, Francis – no vote; motion passed. 

 

Council member Jason Francis had a request to have something done about the mildew on 

the water tower. Kirker informed Council nothing could be done until spring and it will cost 

about $35,000.00. The Chestnut Ridge tower will need to be done also at the same time. 

Francis told Council the next Task Force meeting will be on January 14, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. 

Council member, Francis requests a COVID-19 Committee Meeting on Tuesday, January 12, 

2021, at 6:00 p.m. 
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Council member, Steve Rothwell, called a Finance Committee Meeting for January 12, 2021, 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Council member, Randy Brewer, told Council that he had lots of complaints because the 

Village had no Christmas lights up this year. The Village Administrator said he has “No 

Comment”. 

 

Council member, Steve Rothwell, discussed about the CARES Act money, and would there 

be a second round. The Solicitor informed Council there should be another round and she 

will be informed this time. 

   

Motion by Jason Francis to adjourn, second by Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, meeting 

adjourned. 

 


