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West Union Village Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m., on 1-26-2021, at the 

Municipal Building, Mayor Jason Buda presiding. Call to order, pledge to the flag, and roll 

call: John R Lafferty – present, Mark Brewer – present, Jason Francis – present, Donna 

Young – present, Randy Brewer – present, Steve Rothwell - present; also in attendance: 

Tanya Johnson – Clerk, Shelley Gifford – Treasurer, Jerry Kirker – Village Administrator/ 

Fire Chief,  Danni Studebaker – WULS, Lisa Rothwell – Solicitor. Visitors: Bob Gage – 

GNT Realty, Stanley Matthew, Lt. Ryan Myers, Adam Fulton, Ashley McCarty – People’s 

Defender. 

 

Bob Gage, GNT Realty, spoke to Council about closing a portion of West Street. A new 

Dollar General Store will be built on this site, no action was taken. 

 

Stanley Matthew discussed with Council the Code Enforcement position. After some 

questions, Matthew handed out a list of questions of his own. Council requested for him to 

come back to the February 9th Council meeting. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting on 1-5-2021 as 

distributed, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote:  all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Jason Francis to approve payment of bills as distributed, second by Mark Brewer, 

roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Ordinance 2021-1 approving, adopting, and enacting American Legal Publishing’s Ohio 

Basic Code, 2021 Edition, as the Code of Ordinance for the Municipality of West Union, 

Ohio, motion by Steve Rothwell, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea; and 

declaring an emergency, motion by Randy Brewer, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: 

all yea, ordinance passed. 

 

Ordinance 2021-2 Annual Budgeted Revenue and Appropriations for 2021, motion by Steve 

Rothwell, second by Jason Francis, roll call vote: all yea; and declaring an emergency, 

motion by Jason Francis, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, ordinance passed. 

 

Report from Jerry Kirker, Village Administrator/Fire Chief 

1. The Village Administrator informed Council the bid for the SR 41S sidewalk from 

South Street to the CIC Blvd. would be going out in March. He also spoke about the 

ODOT Grant for $90,000.00 for the second stage of this SR 41S sidewalk. 

2. Kirker passed out two quotes for the new ambulance for the life squad:                       

1) 2020 F450 Remounted Type 1- $141,960.00, terms and semi-annual payments 

$15,452.68 for five years; or $13,108.22 for six years.                                                   

2)  2020 Life Line F450 Type 1 - $239,505.00, terms and annual payments 

$44,550.00 for six years; or $38,870.41 for seven years.                                                              

Motion by Jason Francis to purchase the 2020 F450 Remount Type 1 for the six year 

terms and semi-annual payment, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, 

motion passed. 

3. Ordinance 2021-3 granting a franchise to Ohio Power Company, its successors and 

assigns, for the right to acquire, construct, maintain and operate in the streets, 

thoroughfares, alleys, bridges, and public places; and its successors, lines for 

transmission and distribution of electric energy to the Village and inhabits thereof for 

lights, heat, power and other purposes and for transmission and distribution of the 

same within, through, or across said Village, motion by Mark Brewer, second by 

Jason Francis, roll call vote: all yea, and declaring an emergency, motion by Mark 

Brewer, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea, ordinance passed. 

4. Kirker spoke on the new pole for the warning siren and a water leak by Boyd Avenue 

and Poplar Street. 
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Danni Studebaker, WULS, advised Council on the number of runs so far this year for the life 

squad. She told Council that Chris Walters has asked to be placed on the Fire Department 

roster, Motion by Steve Rothwell to place Walters on the Fire Department roster, second by 

Randy Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. Studebaker discussed the jail bill and 

the County tax levy. 

 

Council member, John R Lafferty requested the Clerk to call the Adams County 

Commissioner and ask them to come to our next meeting on February 9, 2021, Council 

agreed.  

 

Lisa Rothwell, Solicitor, has reviewed some Mayor’s Court cases and some bench warrants. 

She discussed the COVID-19 Resolution and the changes that needed to be made. The 

Solicitor has checked into a couple of contracts with the Cost Recovery for the Fire 

Department, and a five year lease for the BMV, Suite C, in the Municipal Building. She has 

looked into the lodge tax, regulating the delivery of alcohol into the Village through the 

Kroger pick-up system, and no loitering stickers with a letter from the Mayor to businesses in 

the Village. 

 

Resolution 2021-2 amending COVID-19 protocols, motion by Jason Francis, second by 

Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, resolution passed. 

 

Shelley Gifford, Treasurer, told Council she had received two bills from Adams County 

Regional Medical Center for COVID-19 tests, Danni Studebaker will check into this matter. 

 

The Clerk asked for Council to look at the ceiling to see where a water leak has formed. The 

Village Administrator will get someone to care of this matter.  

 

Mayor Buda has received two applications for the police officer position; he will be turning 

them over to the Police Committee, 

 

Council member, Mark Brewer, thanked Adam Fulton for coming to the Council meeting. 

 

Council member, Jason Francis, discussed the Kroger pick-up taking away job and income 

from the Village.   

                                                                          

Motion by Randy Brewer for executive session ORC 121.22 G1 personal and G5 contracts, 

second by Jason Francis, roll call vote: all yea. Motion by Jason Francis to return to regular 

session, second by Steve Rothwell, roll call vote: all yea. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to move Brittany Johnson to part-time per her request, second by 

Jason Francis, roll call vote: 5 yea, Mark Brewer – no vote, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to promote Jeff Bowling to Sergeant, with a $1.00 an hour raise in 

pay, starting February 1, 2021, second by Jason Francis, roll call vote: 5 yea, Mark Brewer – 

no vote, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to enter into a new five-year contract with Bonnie Hardymon, 

BMV, with new terms added, second by Donna Young, roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Council member, Donna Young, called a Personnel Committee Meeting for February 9, 

2021, at 6:00 p.m., before the next Council meeting. 

 

Motion by Steve Rothwell to adjourn, second by Jason Francis, roll call vote: all yea, 

meeting adjourned. 

 


