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West Union Village Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m., on 1-25-2022, at the 

Municipal Building, Council President Jason Francis presiding. Call to order, roll call: John 

R Lafferty – present, Mark Brewer – present, Mary Jane Campbell – present, Randy Brewer 

– present, Donna Young - present; also in attendance: Tanya Johnson – Clerk, Shelley 

Gifford – Treasurer, Jerry Kirker – Village Administrator, Tim Sanderson – Police Chief, 

Danni Studebaker – Asst. Chief WULS, JR Kirker – Fire Chief. Visitors: Ashley McCarty – 

People’s Defender, BJ Goodwin. 

 

Motion by Donna Young to rescind Ordinance 2022-14 water rates to the customers of the 

West Union Water/Sewer Department, second by John R Lafferty, roll call vote: 4 yea, Mark 

Brewer and Randy Brewer – nay, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Donna Young to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting on 1-4-2022 as 

distributed, second by Randy Brewer, roll call vote:  all yea, motion passed. 

 

Motion by Randy Brewer to approve payment of bills as submitted, second by Mark Brewer, 

roll call vote: all yea, motion passed. 

 

Ordinance 2022-1 Annual Budgeted Revenue and Appropriations Ordinance, 2nd reading 

  

Ordinance 2022-2 Establishing new rates and charges for the sale of burial plots for the 

Village of West Union Cemetery, 1st reading 

 

Report from Jerry Kirker, Village Administrator 

1. The Land Bank has filed for a 1.5 million dollar grant for clean-up in Adams County. 

Five Hundred Thousand of this money is for cleaning up and tearing down homes. 

The Village Administrator has already given the Enforcement Officer’s list to Holly 

Johnson. 

2. Kirker spoke to Council about the solar speed limit sign; Council tabled this until next 

meeting. 

3. The Village Administrator passed out paperwork with a list of streets to be paved for 

2022 and 2023. He will get a price on the 2022 list. 

4. The PEP Insurance Risk Control representative met with the Village Administrator, 

and had a walk-through. Everything was good; she did suggest a driver training 

update for the Fire, EMS and Police Departments. 

Council member Donna Young asked Kirker to check signage on Rice Drive because it does 

not have a “no outlet” sign, and a semi had a hard time getting out. 

 

Danni Studebaker, WULS advised Council the Squad had 135 runs in January, so far. 

Studebaker informed Council that she, the Fire Chief, and the Village Administrator had met 

with Adams County EMS Directors and the Adams County Sheriff. They agreed to let the 

West Union Life Squad have their territory back, with Adams County EMS as a backup.  

 

Tim Sanderson, Police Chief told Council the new part-time officer was doing a good job and 

that one of their officers was working part-time at the Adams County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

JR Kirker, Fire Chief stated that the Fire Department had 38 runs so far this year. The Fire 

Department has received $26,395.85 in the form of a MARC Grant for radios. West Union 

Fire Department is the only department to receive this grant in Adams County. The Fire 

Department has put in a grant for equipment and there is a FEMA Grant to be filled out 

before July or August. 

 

The Clerk spoke to Council on the annexations of property into the Village, and paperwork 

the Board of Elections needs to fill out on this matter. Also, the Title Department’s lease is 

up in June, 2022. Larry Heller, Adams County Clerk of Courts, would like it to be renewed, 

Council agreed. The Clerk informed Council there is paperwork that needs to be filled out for 

the State Auditors and needs to be sent in by January 27, 2022. The Clerk announced that the 

2021 books are closed. 
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The Clerk then read her resignation letter to Council. Motion by Mark Brewer to accept 

Clerk Johnson’s resignation effective March 31, 2022, second by Randy Brewer, roll call 

vote: 4 yea, Mary Jane Campbell and Jason Francis nay, motion passed. 

   

Treasurer Shelley Gifford told Council she did not want the Clerk’s position. Gifford also 

stated she called the Republic First National Bank and the EMS can make four payments on 

the new ambulance. The next payment will not be due until May of 2024. 

 

 Council member Mark Brewer informed Council on the Finance Committee meeting. Things 

discussed were: Police Department overtime, budget and the 2021 Covid Ordinance. Brewer 

called another Finance Committee meeting for February 8, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.  

 

The Village Administrator advised that it would cost between $100 and $150 to move the 

thermostat from the BMV Office, Council agreed to move it. 

 

Council member Jason Francis told Council the Zoning meetings will be held on February 

22, May 24, August 23, and November 22, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. Francis said the Enforcement 

Officer closed 130 cases. 

 

The Clerk announced that the Leo Cassidy lawsuit has been dismissed. 

 

Mary Jane Campbell asked the Administrator what was being used on the roads after they 

were plowed. Kirker told Campbell that it is salt with beet juice. 

 

Council member Donna Young talked about the blacktopping on SR 125E, no action was 

taken. 

 

Council member Jason Francis asked the Village Administrator to check on a road sign on 

Hunter Ridge. Kirker will check into this matter. 

At this time, Council member Francis asked for a moment of silence for the passing away of 

our former Police Chief and Adams County Sheriff, Ray Pendell. 

 

Motion by Mary Jane Campbell for executive session ORC 121.22 G1 personnel 

compensation and employment, second by John R Lafferty, roll call vote: all yea. Motion by 

Mary Jane Campbell to return to regular session, second by John R Lafferty, roll call vote: all 

yea. 

 

Motion by Donna Young to hire Kylie Walters for Basic EMT, $90.00 per shift, starting next 

pay, Council President asked for a second three times, motion died for a lack of second. 

 

Motion by Donna Young to hire Kylie Walters for Basic EMT, $90.00 per shift, starting next 

pay, second by John R Lafferty, roll call vote: 4 yea, Mark Brewer, Randy Brewer – abstain, 

motion passed. 

 

Motion by Donna Young to adjourn, second by Mark Brewer, roll call vote: all yea, meeting 

adjourned. 

 


